BASCH/ALLINGER DETERMINATION

Mr. Dehm moved, seconded by Mr. Foss, that the area variance requested by Mr. Duane Basch and Ms. Nancy Allinger, 215 Scofield Road, Honeoye Falls, New York, 14472, to extend the height of their existing wind turbine tower by 24 feet, for a final system height of 54 feet, in an RA-1 zone, with a code maximum height for any structure of 30 feet, be granted based on the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and subject to the stated conditions.  The property tax account number is 221.01-2-60.2.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
Mr. Basch and Ms. Allinger indicated that they generate their own electricity from solar roof panels and from a wind turbine mounted on a tower located on their lot.  The existing tower and wind turbine were installed in 1997 under a permit issued by the Town of Mendon.

2.
They indicated their initial attempt to generate electrical power, utilizing solar panels, fell short of their requirements and led to the installation of the current wind turbine and tower.  They optimized the tower location in terms of lot elevations, distances from house and lot lines, and the trees located on the south and west sides of their lot.  Thirty feet was selected as a system height to minimize the environmental impact.  

3.
The applicants stated that they still experience a shortfall in the amount of electricity generated with this configuration, particularly in the months of November, December and January.

4.
They wish to increase the height of the total system to 54 feet, putting it closer to the height recommendation of the manufacturer and approximately equal in height to the trees which are located to their south and west.

5.
Mr. Labine, a representative of Renewable Energy Works, discussed some of the technical aspects of wind turbine operation and placement and strongly recommended that the height be increased to maximize the power output of the wind turbine.  

6.
All adjacent neighbors were contacted by letter, which explained the proposal.  The applicants received one letter in support and no objections.  No one appeared at the hearing in opposition.

7.
An Agricultural Data Statement was submitted with the application.

8.
The applicants indicated they planned to maintain the color of the tower as it is (green) to minimize visual impact.  Additional guy wires will be added for support.

9.
Noise impact has proven to be minimal.  The turbine blades have a “self-furling” feature, which prevents excessive rotational speeds above a 30-mph wind speed.

10.
The Town of Rush Planning Board was notified of the application and had no objections to the proposal.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.
The proposed increase in tower height will not cause an undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood.

2.
The degree of variance requested is substantial – eighty percent.

3.
The applicants’ request is a self-created difficulty.

4.
There will be no adverse physical or environmental effects upon the neighborhood.

5.
There are no satisfactory, alternate solutions.  A majority of the surrounding trees are mature and are not on the applicants’ property.  The location meets site requirements and has been functionally optimized.

6.
This is a Type II action under SEQR.

7.
There will be no adverse effect upon adjacent farmland.  

CONDITIONS

1.
The height of the tower will be increased no more than 24 feet, as requested.

2.
The tower location will remain the same and as specified on the plans submitted with the application.

3.
The same wind turbine will be utilized.

4.
Any modifications of the existing color scheme will require approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

ADOPTED

Ayes 3, Nays 0.

(Mr. Basch – abstain; Mr. Ricci – absent)
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