THE COUNTRY PLACE DETERMINATION


Mr. Ricci moved, seconded by Mr. Thorp, that the area variance requested by The Country Place, 470 Main Street Fishers (tax account #206.031-1-8), permitting the illumination by artificial light of an existing free standing sign, be approved, based on the following findings of facts and conclusions of law and subject to the stated conditions:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
The existing freestanding sign is permitted by an area variance approved by the Town of Mendon Zoning Board of Appeals on June 13, 1996.

2.
A stated condition of the previous variance is that the sign not be illuminated.

3.
Mr. Paul Lobban, an owner of The Country Place, appeared before the Board and stated that night visitors to The Country Place sometimes had a difficult time finding the entrance to the facility.  Mr. Lobban stated that after passing the driveway, cars have to turn around, creating a safety issue.

4.
Mr. Lobban felt that illuminating the existing sign would solve both the recognition and safety issues.

5.
The Country Place has limited evening hours.  Customers are usually out before midnight.

6.
Mr. Lobban stated there will be no changes in the size or wording of the existing sign.

7.
Mr. Barry Rosenberg, a neighbor, was present and spoke in opposition to the lighting.  However, Mr. Rosenberg stated he could not see the sign from his house.

8.
Lighting fixtures of proper design, in the proper location, will limit light pollution.

9.
There are no farming operations nearby.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.
A properly designed illuminated sign will have a minimal impact on the character of the neighborhood.

2.
There are no reasonable alternatives to accomplish the night recognition desired by the applicant.

3.
The requested variance is not substantial.

4.
There will be no adverse physical or environmental effects as a result of granting this variance.

5.
The difficulty is self-created.

6.
Adequate illumination of the sign would facilitate locating the driveway by emergency vehicles.

7.
This is a Type II action under SEQR.

CONDITIONS

1.
All lighting fixtures used will be of cutoff design and mounted above the sign and pointing downward.

2.
All lighting fixtures must meet applicable codes.

3.
The sign shall only be illuminated from ½ hour before dusk until ½ hour after closing.

APPROVED

Mr. Dehm – aye; Mr. Mattaro – aye; Mr. Ricci – aye; Mr. Thorp – aye; and Mr. Basch – aye.
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