ST. MARK EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH AREA VARIANCE DETERMINATION

Mr. Peckham moved, seconded by Ms. Sciortino, that the area variance requested by Labella Associates P.C., Rochester, NY for St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran Church, 18 Victor Mendon Road, Mendon, NY at said property consisting of 0.503 acres, bearing tax account No. 216.08-1-39, located in an RS-30 zone, to construct a 420 square foot addition on the east side of the existing church building, which, because the property is a pre-existing non-conforming lot, requires a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to Section 200-37 of the Zoning Ordinance, be granted  based on the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions  of Law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Mr. Ty Allen, Labella Associates P.C., 300 State Street, Rochester, NY appeared before the Zoning Board of Appeals on August 24, 2006.

2. The proposed addition would serve as a new rear entrance to the church and provide handicapped accessibility to the building.  It will replace an existing wood ramp at the front entrance of the building, which presently serves for handicapped access.

3. Mr. Allen presented a site plan map and a rendering of the addition. These documents and Mr. Allen’s statements indicate the proposed addition will be consistent with the character and appearance of the existing church.

4. Mr. Allen explained that the space allocated to pedestrian and vehicle traffic flow, parking and emergency access will remain adequate for safety concerns after the proposed addition. However, should such changes be necessary in the future, the church owns the lot adjacent to the eastern property line and could allocate space for these purposes.

5. The addition is not at variance with zoning code setback restrictions. A variance is required due to the pre-existing non-conforming condition of the church property.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The benefit that the applicant is attempting to achieve cannot be achieved by any other means.

2. The granting of this area variance will not create an undesirable change to the neighborhood or to nearby properties.

3. The request is not substantial.

4. The granting of this request will not have adverse physical or environmental effects.

5. The difficulty is not self-created.

6. This is a Type II action under SEQR.

Approved 9/14/06
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